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EASTER BUNNY VISITS MIXED DOUBLES TOURNAMENT!!

The legendary Easter Bunny showed
up on April 9 at the Venice Beach/
Easter Bowl Mixed Doubles to assist in
running [hopping?] the tournament.

She handed out Boost Nutritional
Drink, Toyota certificates, Bugs Bunny
[what else?] toothbrushes to the kids
in the junior clinic and everyone had an
opportunity to get his or her picture
taken with this hip-hop bunny!

We want to congratulate USPTA/
WPTA members who were winners
in this tournament: C Division; 2nd
place: JoAnn Sawyer & Tom Brandt;
3rd place: Courtney White & part-
ner; B Division: Ist place: Nami
Mun & Matt Stillman; 2nd place:
Jon Miller & Helen Murphy;
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A Division: Ist place: Sharon
Gallant & partner; 2nd place: Lucy
Taylor & Jeff Matsumura;

Open Division: Ist place: Denise
Yogi & Lance Tepper; and 2nd
place: Jamie Gross & partner.

See insert for list of Men/Women
Doubles Winners of March 25-26.

// SOUTH END OPEN //

ANNOUNCING:MEMBERSHIP CONTEST!
In honor of our new membership dates fsee
March newsletier], and to atiract new mem-
bers, we are annsuncing a 2-month contest!
[Now until July 311, For every 2 new menm-
bers you bring into the USPTA/ WPTA, you
will receive Y2 off of your annual member-
ship: A savings of $10! We will be includ-
ing membership forms in next month's news-
letter with a space to show your sponsorship
of new members, Remember: If you're not 2
member, we can’t keep track of your ranking
or your points!

vy
WANTED!
=¥ Members for Rules &
Membership/Newsletter
Committees!!

IFyou like to write and/or edit articles,
have always harbored a secret desire to be
a lawyer [?] or are just plain good at organ-
izing, we want you!

We need people for 2 new committees
forming for the purpose of handling our
growing membership and to contribute
articles to the PabbLz Tanms Maws.

We are also forming a rules committee to
update and reissue the rules. Todd Mur-
phy, 8. California Section, has agreed to go
over the rule book and submit =
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a list of what he thinks are “problem or
question areas_”

& Please contact Erin Hemenway at
[310] 826-3240 or Mike Corbett at {707]
585 -7995 if you’d like to join one of these
groups. The first meetings are tentatively
scheduled for early June.
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BEST TOURNEY SCHEDULE IN
YEARS!

By Mike Corbett. President, USPTA

Review the tournament schedule that we
sent you last month, and you’ll find that the
tournament player will enjoy one of the
best schedules in years. As an example of
the good things in store, even the Easter
Bunny played at Venice Beach!

Some of the great events in the near
future: The National Singles Champion-
ships May 6-7, at Venice Beach Cali-
fornia; Bill Brothers® second annual Nat-
ional Clay Court Championships at St.
Augustine Beach, Florida over Memorial
Day weekend; Florida’s Harbor Family
Fun Tournament in Orange Park and the
South End Open May 20-21 in Torrance.

Later in the year, two Grand Slam
events are scheduled for the east and west
coasts culminating in the Toyota National
Doubles at the California Yacht Club in
Marina del Rey. [GS” give bonus points.]

Any and all of these tournaments should
prove well worth your time whether you
pick up one of the prizes at the Murray
Geller Memorial Event in New York June
6-7; a great trophy at one of the oldest
tournaments in paddle tennis at the Culver
City, CA June 12-13 Open or maybe take
the family to historic Charleston, SC for
South Carolina’s State Championships.

Whatever you fancy, we have a full sch-
edule and 1 urge you to bring your friends,
relatives and whoever else you can get
your hands on, and participate. See you on
the courts!

Mike
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"=Paddle Tennis on the Internet!

by Phil Ender, USPTA Statistician

The Internet is the hottest thing around
so it was bound to happen sooner or later--
Paddle Tennis is now on the Internet. In
particular, there is a World Wide Web
home page that is chock full of paddle
tennis news, tournament schedules and
results, court locations and much, much
more!

The World Wide Web, or just Web for
short, is a system for transmitting and dis-
playing interactive text and graphics over
the Internet. Reading a Web page is a lot
like reading a magazine except that it’s
interactive. For example, on the Paddle
Tennis Web page there is an entry that
says, “1994 Final Rankings.” If you click
your mouse on that iine, the screen will
display the 1994 Final Rankings. If you
click on “1995 Toumament Schedule” you
will see this year’s tournament schedule.

All of the information on the Paddle Ten-
nis Web page is up-to-the-minute, with
tournament results and rankings updated
the day results arrive.This means that you
can get information immediately. [Remem-
ber, you must be a USPTA/WPTA member
Jor us 1o “mack” your ranking. -Editor]

How do you access the Paddle Tennis
Web page: Well, unfortunately, it’s not the
easiest thing to do. You have to be some-
what more than computer literate--say,
bordering on computer boring. It also
helps if you know someone that is know-
legeable in networking and installing pet-
work software.

Basically, you will need four things to
access the World Wide Web: [1] a com-
puter--a Macintosh, a PC running Win-
dows or a UNIX workstation, [2] Access
to the Internet[dial-up access through a
service provider, dial-up access through a
University or direct Internet connection
where you work.] [3] A World Wide
browser such as Mosaic or Netscape[both
are available free in the Internet] for view-
ing Web pages. [4]The address of the
Paddle Tennis Web page [hitp://www.gse.
ucla.edu/ender/pt. html] Watch out! The
periods and slashes in the address are
important.

I work at UCLA and have a direct Inter-
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net connection at work. UCLA provides
me with dial-up network access. Local service
providers are charging between 20-30 dollars a
month for Intenet aceess. If you use dial-up
access, you must also have a modem. I suggest
a modem that runs at least 14,400 BAUD or
faster. I recently bought a 28,800 BAUD for
about $250.

Thope that some of you will be able to check
out our new Paddle Tennis Web page soon! In
the future, access to the Web will become easier
[information superhigh- way and all that!} I also
hope that the Paddle Tennis Web page will
introduce new people to this great sport. Since
January, several hundred people from various
places such as Finland, Great Britain and across
the United States have accessed the Paddle
Tennis Web page. Hope to hear from some of
you readers soon!

NEW YORK REGION-
Steve Lasky, President

PT Courts in New York
Stuyvesant Town  Manhattan & courts
East Kiver Park  Manhattan 7 courts
Park West HS Manhattan 3 courts
JHCHS Manhattan 9 courts
Seagate Brooklyn 2 courts
Brighton Bths Braoklyn 18 courts®
W.12th 5t. Brooklyn 3 courts
Barry Park Brooklyn 4 courts
John Dewey HS Brooklyn 6 courts
Reis Park Rockaway, Queens 4 caurts
Jones Beach Rassav 12 courts*
Chris Morley Pk Pt. Washington 2 courts

*Some courts smaller than regulation. Remember: They
don’t use the vestraining line in NY.
KL LPL>LC>IFLI>I>I>C>
MINNESOTA REGION-
Paul Kelly, President
Minnesota is looking forward to not having to shovet snow
off of courts [they're getting indoor ones!] in the mean-
time, it's stitt winter there and prabably will be until the
4th of July.
IS LELS>LISIBLI>I>LI><>
HE KINDA LIKED PADDLE TENNIS ?
“I had been rummaging through the
racquet sports, playing and discarding
them one by one. Then | was invited to
play paddle tennis at Stuvyesant Town
in lower Manhattan. In 10 minutes |
learned to play. in 20 minutes, no
other racquet sport mattered!”,
Jim Kaplan, “As | Did It,”
Sports lllustrated, October 9, 1978.
<
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FLORIDA REGION- Teri Hall, President
FLORIDA TO HOST
JAPANESE PADDLE TENNIS
PLAYERS!
Yes, you read that right! USPTA-Florida
in conjunction with the USPTA is
welcoming a group of Japanese paddie
tennis players. This event is one of many
international events held in conjunction
with the Atlanta Summer Olympics.

Dale Williams, USPTA Board of Directors
member, long time paddle tennis player,

enthusiast and organizer, will lead the US
players [all of whom are from Florida].

Dale also serves as St. John's County
Assistant Recreation Director and has
helped get a number of courts constructed
in the St. Augustine area.

We will be hosting the Japanese players in
that area and will gather local players to
participate in the sport of paddle tenmis.

The USPTA & USPTA Florida look
forward to sharing the game with our
international partners and to participating
in this exch {
v
To: Mike Corbett
Dear Mike,

{ have become involved in my sons’
baseball league and now serve as the
President of the League, Manager of one
my son’s teams and coach of my younger
son’s team. 1 still play Paddle Tennis a
couple of times a month but a couple of
years ago, [ joined a Tennis Club and
play several times a week.

1 hope the merger with the Women'’s
Paddle Tennis Association helps to
stimulate more interest in Paddle Tennis
and revitalizes the Association. It will
probably be in the best interest of the
Association that my position is replaced
by someone more involved and therefore,
1 will tender my resignation as a Director
of the USPPTA effective immediately. I
have boxes of rules books and brochures
stored and would be happy to turn those
over . .. You are welcome to have access
to my Paddle Tennis videos that I have

obiained over the past twenty years.
Very truly yours,
Greg Lawrence [Greg Lawrence]
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I'want to wisk Greg the best of luck and
thank him for all his hours of hard work
on behalf of paddie tennis. His dedica-
tion to paddle tennis has been tireless-
Mike Corbett

Paddle Tennis Corner

This month: The Recalving Team

One aspect of great doubles teams is that sach
player has she bility to hit shets in consideration
of his/her partner. If one player on & feam kaeps

playing all tha pointe, something is very wrong!
The great doubles players not oaly know his/her

job, but they know the functions of their parimer as
well. |n this month's paddle teunis comer, we'll
discuse the rolas of the raceiving team.

THE RECEIVING PLAYER:GET YOUR

RETURN IN PLAY!
{F you return the ssrve into the et or out, you can
never win the poini-you gotta get the point started!
1. Retum most sorves as low as you can and down
the middle. If you do thie successfully, you will be
able fo cover most of the court. If you plan 1o re-
tur wide crosecourt, warn your partter as most of
the returaing vollays will be within his/her reach.
2. Waith for the short serve as yeu can nsually
fake this ball and mova toward the aet. All suc-
cessful teams want fo get fo the net as soon as
possible!
3. Never relax your paddle, Always be prepared to
hit alf balls, wever allowing yoarself fo b distracted
by your partner or your opponents’ movement.
4, Never hurry your first volley. There it wo value in
tuching your volley in order to pravent 4 ball from
bounting whea 4 good half-volley will prepare you
for a winaing volley on the mext shot.
THE RECEIVER’S PARTNER:
BE ACTIVE!
When playing in the position of the recaiver’s
partser, alwaye be ready to poach [pick off the
high ceturn]. This is the fime to play agyrossively
and fake an active vole in breaking the service of
your opponents and winaing the game for your
feam. Good pariners tall sach other what they plan
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to do [you do have a plan, don’t you?]. IF yaur
partuer fells you that he/she plane fo retum down
the middle, shade your foet iu that direction,
However, i the plan is 1o rsturn erosscourt, be
veady fo protact dowa the Fine.
1, Be the verbal captain for yoar tsam. Good
doubles teams communicate constantly, yelling
“Yours” or "Mine® fo let their partuer knaw
whera they are an the court. Calf “out” balls for
your team.
3. If possibly pick off a high raturs,
4, Decide in advance who will handle mest of the
overheads [usaally the person with the srangest
shot an this ball]. And remember:Commusicats &
Keep your feet moving!
oo oo ool
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We want to hear from you! Please send
letters to the editor for our LETTERS
column to USPTA/WPTA, 11656 Montana
Ave, #103, Los Angeles, CA 90049
Attn: Erin Hemenway
Paddle Tennis! A sport for life!

Get involved today!




