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National Beach Championships
Mark 20th Anniversary In Style

St. Augustine Escapes
Wrath of Hurricane

DENISE YOGI AND MARNI LOVRICH won their third National Beach Womens title in four years

by defeating Floridians (dt net) Teke Capalbo and Jenny Morrison.
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Brooklyn...The Way It Used To Be!

Garber & Fleitman Go Undefeated
To Capture Eastern Championships

By STEVE LASKY

It was almost like "Brook-
lyn...the way it used to be!" The
courts of the Brighton Beach
Baths resounded to the fury and
engery of great competition as
they played host to the Eastern

~ Paddle Tennis Championships on

August 22-23. In a way, it was kid
of sad as this facility, the birth-
place of much of modern paddle

tennis, is about to make way -

for a housing development on
Brighton's shorefront. But for
these two days the members and
the guests of the players were
treated to some exceptional play
and generally fair competition
with an excellent draw.

The team of Russ Garber and
Steve Fleitman went undefeated
through the open division, but it

wasn't quite that simple. Very se-

rious challenges were mounted
by the team of Darren Orlando
and Ryan Buco arnd the team of
Kevin Bort and hiarty Rephen.
Tie breakers were required to de-
termine the victors in many of the
matches throughout the tourna-
ment. The crowd of well over 100
observers cheered for the home-
turf team of Garber and Fleitman.
But Orlando and Buco fought

‘back in a.vicious second set tie

breaker to even the match at one
each. The audience expressed its

appreciation and delight with the
intensity of the competiticn and of
all the participants. Ryan Buco in
particular seemed to play: inspired
ball rising to a level startling to
the defending champions. Per-
haps it was the demands of Dar-
ren as he screamed and ¢xhorted
his partner after each and every
point. The old timers in the crowd
were totally swept up in the en-
thusiasm and I overheard several
comments about the memories of

those teen phenomenons by the

names of Sol and Jeff.

The A division demonstrated
the health of the sport in the
Metropolitan area as the players
ranged from several senior partic-
ipants to younger players moving
fearlessly into higher levels of
competition. The team of Andrew
Klein and Wally Green prevailed
in this division. The tournament
was directed by Steve Lasky and
Jack Heller with the help of Marty
Rephen, Roger Freed and Bob
Laird. We had a great time!

By DALE A. WILLIAMS

As Hurricane Andrew threat-
ened the Florida coast, plans were
underway in St. Augustine for the
rapidly approaching 20th Anniver-
sary of the National Beach Paddle
Tennis Championships. With the
possibility of being in Andrew's
path, a contingency plan was de-
veloped for the tournament. (Lord
knows we would have hated to
have a group of out-of-town paddle
tennis players with nowhere to
play.) But fortunately for St. Au-
gustine, we were saved from the
storm and proceeded with what
wag cofisidered ® be one of the
best Nationals ever.

After spending a fun-filled
weekend in Folly Beach, South
Carolina, for the annual Southeast
Paddle Tennis Championships
(which, by the way, were also
held on the beach), the party
moved down south to St. Augus-
tine. And boy what a party it was!

As the out-of-towners started to
pour in, the courts began to see
some action. There were players
from California, Connecticut, Geor-
gia, New York, Oklahoma, South
Carolina, Texas, and of course the
out-of-town Floridians, each speak-
ing in their own native tongue and
playing paddle tenais in their own
special way. (Hopefully, next year
we will get some of the Minnesota
teams to join us!) Teams began to
form with, of course, some last
minute partner swapping involved,
and parties were planned.

The tournament started on
Thursday night with a new mixed
doubles division. An overwhelm-
ing 33 teams signed up for what
turned out to be an action-filled
two-day event.

As players poured into the reg-
istration party on Friday night, the

finals of the mixed tournament

1992 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

(Dates and Tournaments May Be Subject To Change)

September 19: 20 .
September 26, 27
October 17, 18
October 24, 25

November 7, 8

Pacific Coast Champaonshups
Men's and Women's Doubles

Pacific Coast Championships
Mixed Doubles
National Champlonshlps
Men's and Weomen's Doubles
National Championships
Mixed Doubles

Pam Driskell Memorial
Men's and Women's Singies

Venice, CA

Venice, CA

Marina del Rey, CA

Marina del Rey, CA

St. Augustine, FL

For addmonnl mformahon contact the United States Paddle Tennis Association
at {21 ’) 856-6367 or write P O. Box 30, Culver City, CA 90232.

concluded. In the open division i
was the battle of the girlfriends, a:
Scott Freedman and Marquin:
Munoz took on and defeated So
Hauptman and Bonnie Mahler. Ir
the "A" division Mike Corbett anc
Heather Hunter defeated Kathy
Leonard and Mitch Kutner in ¢
very long and exciting match
Bringing in some of the new blooc
was Jack Connahey and Debby Ap
pleby defeating Frank Young anc
Jennifer Kinney in the "B" division
With such-a great interest we ar¢
sure to see more of mixed double:
in the future Beach Nationals.

- s the Teghstration pertycais
to an end over 116 teams had en

“tered to play in one of the larges

Beach National Championship:
ever. As predictions were madi
and bets were placed, the week

‘end was underway.

After a long day of play ant
great weather, a 20th Anniver
sary party at Panama Hattie'
was enjoyed by all in attendance
A presentation of past winner
and directors along with a slid
show displaying our younger
much thinner bodies was one ¢
the evening's highlights.

The Open Mens Division-fo!
lowed form as two California
teams took to the finals. Sol Haup
man and Scott Freedman won
fourth consecutive Men's titl

continued on page

National Open

Championships
To Award $2500
In Prize Money

The National Championshig
have been slated for October 1
18 and 24-25 at the Californi
Yacht Club in Marina del Re;
California.

Western Paddle Tennis Pri
motions, the host of the tourn
ment, is offering $2,500 in priz
money to the Open divisions.
western barbeque dinner will t
held for all participants on Satu
day night, October 17, at the Ca
fornia Yacht Club. The tourn
ment is being sponsored 1
Heller Industrial Financial.

Mens and Womens Open ar
A and B doubles will be played ¢
October 17-18. The Mixed Ope
and A and B doubles are sche
uled for October 24-25. Entri¢
for the Mens and Womens Do
bles must be received by Thur
day, October 8. The Mixed e
tries must be received by Sunda
October 18. For more inform

tion call (213) 856-6367.






