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HAUPTMAN & FREEDMAN CAPTURE
MILLER LITE NATIONAL DOUBLES

Nationwide Cable TV
Coverage Scheduled
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LOU BELCHER, Miller Lite sports marketing supervisor (second frgrr‘lrrighvt), presents first prize
check of $2400 to National Champions Sol Hauptman and Scott Freedman. Also pictured is Bob
Laird, tournament director of the Championships. ‘ Photo Credit: Bill Kelly

" 1989 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

(Dates and tournaments may be subject to cﬁd;\ge)

July 15,16 Los Angeles City Championships Venice, CA
Mixed Doubles

July 22 Pro-Celebrity Tournament Marina del Rey, CA

July 27, 28 National Junior Championships Santa Monica, CA

Boys, Girls & Mixed Doubles

California State Championships Torrance, CA

August 5, 6
Mens & Womens Doubles

Torrance, CA

August 12, 13 California State Champilonships

Mixed Doubles

August 26, 27 Southern Championships Folly Beach, S.C.

Mens and Womens Doubles

National Beach Championships St. Augustine, FL

Sept. 2,3, 4
Mens, Womens and Mixed Doubles

Northern California Open Doubles Santa Clara, CA

Sept. 15-17
Mens, Womens and Mixed Doubles

National Championships Venice, CA

Sept. 23, 24
Womens Doubles

Pacific Coast Championships Venice, CA

Sept. 23, 24
Mens Doubles

National Championships Venice, CA

" Sept. 30, Oct. 1
Mixed Doubles

Western Championships Santa Monica, CA

Oct. 21, 22
Mens & Womens Doubles

Western Championships Santa Monica, CA

Mixed Doubles

Oct. 28, 29

Halloween Tournament St. Augustine, FL

Oct. 28, 29
v Mixed Doubles

Pam Driskell Memorial St. Augustine, FL

Nov. 11,12
Mens & Womens Singles

Just when Paddle Tennis
seems predictable, something
extraordinary happens that re-
news one’s appreciation of the
game and its players.

Top seeded Sol Hauptman
and Scott Freedman, from Culver
City and Venice, respectively,
won the Miller Lite National
Doubles Championships at
Stuyvesant Town in New York
City on June 25th, by a score of
119 in a playback over the tour-
nament’s cinderella team, fellow
Californians Lance Tepper
and Javier Sartorius. The tour-
nament was held in memory of
Murray Geller, the father of
modern Paddle Tennis. )

Tournament action was taped
by Colony Communications, and
a two-hour program will air at
various times throughout the
country on several major cable
systems, including the Sunshine
Network in Florida, the Madison
Square Garden Network in New
York City, and Prime Ticket in
Southern California. Specific
time and dates of the broadcast
are listed on page three.

Hauptman and Freedman
secured their victory in a most
unlikely manner. Forced to the
losers bracket after dropping two
tense tiebreakers to Tepper and
Sartorius on the first day of play,
the tournament favorites played
confidently in the finals against
the surprise winners of the winners
bracket and triumphed 6-4, 6-3,
forcing a playback. Tepper and
Sartorius settled down in the
playback, and with service breaks
so rare at this level of play, the
match seemed destined for a tie-
breaker at 12-12 in games. But at
8-8, Tepper was broken.

“Four more points to the
National championship!” Freed-
man screamed to Hauptman.

Victory seemed guaranteed,
but miraculously, Tepper and
Sartorius won the first three
points of Hauptman’s serve and
broke back, evening the score
at 9-9. Then it was Hauptman
and Freedman’s turn to rise,
and after a Sartorius volley
landed long, a third consecutive
break led to the conclusion of
the match. Freedman held
serve, and the biggest and
best Paddle Tennis tournament
in the game’s 60 year history was
over.

In the Open division, 20 teams
competed for $5400.00 in prize
money, awarded by Phillip Morris
Inc., the parent company of Miller
Lite, Paddle Tennis’ (first
national sponsor. Lou Belcher,
Miller Lite sports marketing
supervisor, presented the checks.
Hauptman and Freedman shared
first-place prize of $2400.00, and

Tepper and Sartorius shared
$1200.00.

In the ““A” division, 22 teams
battled, and Brooklyn’s Arthur -
Ringer and St. Augustine’s Mark
Kempiler took first-place prize of
$350.00 by topping Brooklyn’s
Max Schreir and Stephen Frank,
8-5 in the playback. Like Haupt-
man and Freedman, Ringer and
Kempler emerged from the loser’s
bracket to win their championship.

The skies threatened through-
out the two-day tournament, but
rain never fell, and hundreds

-of spectators lined Stuyvesant

Town’s playgrounds to witness
the action. Former Wimbledon
and United States singles cham-
pion Althea.Gibson, who was a
Paddle Tennis champion before
she ever picked up a tennis racquet,
attended the finals, as did Irene
Geller, the widow of Murray
Geller. Mrs. Geller presented a
National Championship plaque
to the USPTA before the final.

On the first day of play, Tepper
and Sartorius slithered .to. the
top of the winner’s bracket draw,
edging Steve Fleitman and Craig
colee,8-6, and then conseeutively
defeating, Richard Roth and Dave
Stahl, the second seeds, Ken
Linder and Greg Lawrence, the
third seeds, and Hauptman and
Freedman. All of the sets were
tiebreakers. Sartorius explained
their success by crediting luck
and claiming, ‘‘We were playing

continued on page 2

Pro-ﬂélebrity
Tourney Slated
for July 22nd

The Fifth Annual Pro-
celebrity Tournament will take
place at the California Yacht
Club on July 22. The USPTA will
host the all-day event, featuring
well known celebrities and the
best Paddle Tennis players in the
nation.

The tournament benefits the
California Medical Center, a non-
profit hospital with an extensive
child abuse program supported
by donations. Last year’s event
raised over $45,000.00 for the
child abuse program at the hospital.

The theme for the $100.00 a
plate dinner on July 22 will be a
Caribbean Carnival. Caribbean
bands and entertainers will be
performing and a celebrity auction -
and drawing for a 1989 Jeep
Wrangler will follow.

For additional information
about the tournament, the Jeep
Wrangler drawing and the dinner
contact the California Medical
Center (213) 742-5866.








