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 LAWRENCE-ROTH CAPTURE
- NATIONAL GHAMPIONSHIP

J = Freedman & Hauptman
< Upset By Hot New Duo

NEW DIRECTORS
NAMED TO PADDLE
TENNIS BOARD

On October 22, 1990 the
USPTA Board of Directors ac-
cepted the resignation of two out-
standing board members. Walter
Herbert whose Herbert Tennis
Center in Charleston, South
Caroliia has been the host of
Southern Championships and
several National Championships
tendered his resignation. Mary
Herbert, the daughter of Walter,
was voted on to replace Walter
Herbert.

Beth Bowen of St. Augustme,
Florida who has been a director

-since 1986 also resigned: Bowen

served as Vice-President of the
USPTA for several years and
acted as tournament director of

“lane N?itmnal Beach Champion-.
Shl S.

The USPTA would like to
extend its appreciation to Walter
Herbert and Beth Bowen and
thank them for their many years -
of devoted contribution to Paddle
Tennis.

Craig Rexroad of Long
Beach, California was also
named by the Board as a
director.

The Board designated New
York as the site for the*1991
National Mens Championships
and Venice as the site for the
National Womens and Mixed
Championships.
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" GREG LAWRENCE and RICHARD ROTH vproudly dlsplqy their

National Trophies after their surprise victory over Scott Freed-
man and Sol Hauptman at the Vemce chumplonshlps

1991 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

(Dates and tournaments may be subject fo change)

Fei;. 2,3
Feb.2,3"
March 9,10
April 6,7
April 13, 14
April 20, 21
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May 4,5

Mens, Womens & Mixed Doubles

May 11,12

May 18, 19
May 25, 26

June 8,9

Floiiéc Indoor Championships

Nufionul Singles Chumplonshlps
Ids Memorial Day Championships

Culver City Championships
> Mens and Womens Doubles

South Bay Championships
Mens & Womens Doubles

Torrance, CA

St. Augustine, Fi
Mens & Womens Doubles

Marina Championships Marina del Rey, CA
Mens & Womens Doubles

" Joe James Memorial St. Augustine, Fl

Mens, Womens & Jr. Doubles

Torr-unce Championships
Mens and Womens Doubles

Torrance, CA

Decathlon Open Santa Ciara, CA

Mens and Womens Doubies

Masters’' Championships Santa Monica, CA

Ages 35 and up

New York State Singles’

Queens,'NY
Mens Open, A & B Singles L

Venice,:‘ECA
Mens & Womens Singles

St. Augustine, FI
Mens & Womens Doubsles

Cuiver City, CA

—continued on page 4—

The odds of Lawrence & Roth
beating Freedman & Hauptman
were a longshot at best. Consider
these facts. Freedman & Haupt-
man were the defending National
champions. They had won the
1990 National Beach Champion-
ship in Florida and the Eastern
Championships in New York with-
out the loss of a match. Hauptman

had won nine out of the last ten .

National doubles championships.
Lawrence and Roth had never
played any tournament together.
Lawrence’s last National Mens
title was in 1980 with Brian Lee
and Roth had won his only National
title in 1987 with Dave Stahl. More
astonishing was the fact that
Hauptman & Freediman had won
the winner’s bracket and Law-
rence & Roth had the unenviable
task of having to defeat Freed-
man and Hauptman twice to
capture the title.

The results. Lawrence and
Roth 8-5, 8-3, over Freedman &
Hauptman. After losing to Freed-
man & Hauptman by one break in
the finals of the winner’s bracket
Lawrence and Roth began their
fairytale comeback with a 8-2
shellocking of third place finishers
Sandy Lechtick and Mark Rifen-
bark.

In the final at 1-1 Lawrence
was broken. “My cup was not
overflowing with confidence at
that point,” said Lawrence. “After
1 was broken so early in the set I
said to myself another year, an-
other championship for Haupt-
man.”’ Lawrence & Roth then im-
mediately broke Freedman and so
began the fall of Freedman &
Hauptman, Both teams held serve
until 5-6 when Freedman was
broken again. Roth then held
serve to win the first set at 8-5.

The performance of Law-
rence and Roth in the playback
stunned the large Venice Beach
crowd, which numbered well

over a thousand, as well as Freed- .
v Uver Rifenbark’s head crushed

man and Hauptman. At 1-1 in the

playback, Lawrence and Roth -
broke Freedman and then broke - -
Hauptman at 3-1 to take a two™

break lead. ‘‘Our strategy in the
finals was to concentrate on
Freedman” said Roth ‘‘Haupt-
man has proven over the last 15
years that he will not make many
mistakes and is one of the best
clutch players ever. We felt Freed-
man could be forced to make first
volley errors if our returns were
low enough.” Lawrence and Roth
then broke Freedman again at 7-3
to win the championship at 8-3.
Lawrence won his sixth National
Mens championship and became
the first player to win national
championships in three different
decades. He won in 1977 and 1980
with Brian Lee in addition to the
1990 championship.

The ‘‘A’’ championships saw

converted lefty Brian:Hill team -

with Ron Regehr to defeat long
time Venice regular Eric-Liner
and Craig Penningtofi. Hlll and
Regehr won the hafd way as
they defeated the Northern Cal
team of Mike Corbett and Ed Post
in the finals of the }osers bracket
and then finished their maz;g’h to
vietory with a two set v1ctory over
Linrer and Pennmgton

Freedm’a"h
Nabs Top

| Smgies”Sp’éi -

After a long year of re-

membering his defeat to the awe- -

some Spaniard, Javier Sartorius,
Scott Freedman was again be-

stowed the National Singles titlein -

Venice over the weekend of
August 18 and 19.

Javier Sartorius, now
residing in Peru assisting the
poor and homeless, was Freed-

man’s greatest threat on the '

court. Last year he proved his
stature and defeated the hitherto

unbeatable Freedman in straight

sets.

Now with Sartorius literally
out of the paddie tennis picture,
Freedman felt secure in
regaining his spot at the top.

And so it was, top seeded
Freedman defeated the ever-
dynamic and cunning Mark
Rifenbark in a final that went 8-6.
The match was a good one. Bat-
tling for -control of net,:Rifen-

bark’s approaches were magnif- ..

icent, his solid return forcing
Freedman to pass with pinpoint

"accuracy. Freedman began to

lose his usual confidence and
gave his opponent the chance to
holdserve at5-4. Buta perfect lob

hls‘hopes,and he couldn’t convert
Ke game. -
Fmally, Freedman held with
a’strong display of his versatility
in shot:making, and held to win, 8-
6. Nels van Patten, a perennial
“money”’ man finished a strong
third.

In a decisive v1ctory, Ellie

Compton defeated Denise Yogi in

the. Women’s Open division.

Outplayed and outgunned, Yogi,

who won in 1989, lost the final 8-2.
In the Men’s A division, Dave

Magill, who had been on hiatus -
for sometime having children-:.
(not really, just fathering them);-

became the 1990 Singles champ,
edging out Ted Fortier in an
exciting final. Brian Hill, always
putting in a solid performance
continued on page 4






